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NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN. OCTOBER 1939 

By H. C. HUNTER 

Atmospheric presszme.-The data now available indicate 
that the pressure averaged less than normal over most of 
the North Atlantic, and that the deficiency was particu- 
larly large over the northwestern portion. There was a 
moderate excess near the Azores and ti slight excess near 
the coasts of Florida and the Middle Gulf Stat,es. 

The extremes of pressure in the vessel reports a t  hand 
were 1034.5 and 941.4 millibars (30.55 and 27.80 inches.) 
The high reading was noted on t.he Dutch liner Stateriam 
late on the forenoon of the 25th, near 51' N., 21" W. 
The low reading was recorded on the American steamship 
3'. W.  Abrams, near the center of the month's chief dis- 
turbance of tropical origin. The position was 26'36' N., 
66O48' W., or approsimately midway between the Mona 
Passage and Bermuda; and the hour ww 7:50 a. m. of the 
15 t,h. 
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TABLE 1 .-Averages, departw-es, and extremes of almospheric pressure 
(sea Zeorl) at selected stations for  the Xor fh  Atlantic Oceaic and i / s  
shores, October 1939 
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1.015.7 
1,016.0 
1.017.6 
1,OlS.O 
1,014.2 
1.017.9 

Horta Azores ...._....._... 
Belle isle. Newfoundland 2.. 
Halirm. Nova Scotia 3 . . - . - .  
Nantucket. - ....__. . -. -. -. . 

._..______ 
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Hatters. .  . . . -. - _ _  - _ _  - _ _  . -. . 
Turks Island ___.___.___.... 
Key West. _....__ _ _ _ _ _ _  ___. 
New Orleaus. - _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  

Date 
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1 For 21 days. 
f For 17 days. 
I For 22 days. 
NoTE.--AII data based on a. m.  obserrvtious ouly. with departurvs coninilrd from 

best available normals related to timp of ohsrrration. except Hattaras. Key West., Nsn- 
tucker, and New Orleans. wbich arc 24-hour corrected means. 

Cyclones and gales.-Disturbances of extratropical 
origin affected the North Atlantic considerably more than 
during the preceding month. During the first 2 days of 
October gales were encountered bv several vessels between 
the Azores and the strait of Gibraltar; also during the 
first 5 days several gales were reported between New- 
foundland and the English Channel. 

Early on the 4th a LOW of slight energy was centered a 
short distance to southward of Nantucket, whence it 

t,rave,led east,ward, gaining in strengt,h, and becoming the 
southwest port.ion of an extensive LOW system. The 
morning of tlie 8t,h found a strong LOW near 53' N., 23' W. 
Whole gales were noted by two vessels when within it,s 
influence and lesser gales by several other ships. 

During the h a 1  few days of Oct,ober many parts of the 
western North Atlantic to northward of the 40th parallel 
were considerably disturbed, also some .areas just east of 
the Unit,ed Sta.tes coast. On the morning of the 31st o, 
long LOW system est,ended from a short distance nort,h- 
east, of Cape Cod southwestward to the western Caribbean 
where a tropical disturbance was centered. Apart from 
tllis latter center, the chief LOW was near Hatt'eras on the 
morning of the 31st and near Nantucket on the evening 
of that day. There were several reports of strong to 
whole gales from vessels near the United States coast as 
a result of this LOW syst,eni. 

Tropica.1 cyclo.nes.-One iniport,ant hurricane, that of the 
12th to lSlh, occurred in October. The disturbance at  
first lay near the Leeward Islands and to northeastward of 
Puert,o Rico, wit'h no great strongt'li, but hurricane force 
was developed before it reached the wa,t,ers just east of 
Berniudn and cont,inued unt,il t.he storni was lost to 
observat,ion east of northern Newfoimdland. A fill ac- 
count, of this storni appems elsewhere in this issue of hhe 
REVIEW. 

Just before the month ended a depression over the 
western Caribbean gained marliod strengt,h. It was near 
Grand CLt.yman Island on the 30th, and thercaft,er fol- 
lowed an unusual course until November 6. h i  a,ccount 
of this st,orm will a.ppear in a subsequent issue of the 
REVIEW. 

Fog.-There was decidedly little fog, as far as reports 
indicate. The squares 40" to 45' N., 65' to 70" W., and 
35' to 40' N., 70" to 75' W., both along the northeastern 
con.st of the United States, led in reports, having 4 days 
each; while two different Grmd Bonks squares and one 
square in the nort,hwe.st,eni Gulf of Mexic.o had 3 days 
with fog. There was sca.rc.ely n report of fog from any 
locality east of t,he 45th nieriditin. 

Compared with the prec,eding Sept'ember, October had 
le,ss fog nea.rly e.ve.rywhere save in the northern Gulf of 
Mesico, where no fog had been reported in September. 
Except for this region and the vicinity of Delaware Bay 
the present October se.ems to have been less foggy than 
normal for the month; tlie deficiency was marked over the 
southern Grand Banks region, where from 8 to 10 days 
1vit.h fog are to be expected in October. 


